Mel Zhang
choking hazard

for woodwind trio

for musicians of the New York Philharmonic
art by Mel Zhang



Duration
Instrumentation

Performance
Notes

~4 min
1 Flute in C, 1 Clarinet in Bb, 1 Bassoon in C

The “+” ornament means to play with slap tongue;
An “X” notehead means to play key clicks;

Strikes through the stem of notes means to play with
fluttertongue.

In all instances, the note should maintain rhythm and
pitch. If that’s not possible, no worries—the primary
effect should be that the music literally chokes, moving
from steady playing to slaptongue to key clicks.
Rhythm and pitch helps maintain motifs across that
choking section. Beginning on m. 59, play as if the

freedom of sound is overwhelming; we’re no longer
silenced.

Written for musicians of the New York Philharmonic in 2025.

Link to recording: https://tinyurl.com
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Slap tongue
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Slap tongue
o+ +

N

17

[

il

=E

# )]

==

=

29

~ A4

Y AUTT#
b 0"

#

T

Y 1D b

N D b
A3V

y )
©

N # 1

v 7

)

hdl OO DONAF:)

-

v
f




Slap tongue
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Key clicks
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Notes are almost like coughs with occassional clarity.

Melody chokes out; something's stuck.
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Jubilant; unchoked. As if what was blocking the airway has been spit out.
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40
(Half speed)
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